Geoengineering

Is a Dangerous Distraction

Instead of cutting pollution and transitioning

off fossil fuels, polluters are pushing risky, If big money interests are able to move
untested technology that interferes with these speculative geoengineering
nature and puts communities at risk projects forward they would take place...

Geoengineering refers to a set of dangerous, largely On land:

untested activities and practices that deliberately * Using fans and chemicals to
intervene in and alter Earth’s systems with the capture CO2 from the air
alleged intention of reducing the effects of climate » Pumping CO2 underground
change or removing / capturing carbon dioxide (CO2). to store it in rocks

... that could result in
degradation of land and the
environment.

Risky practices that try to remove or capture CO2
haven't been proven to work at the scale needed, rely
on high emitting practices, and oftentimes the
captured CO2 is utilized to accelerate new oil and gas
production-directly fueling the industry causing the
crisis. Not only does this put communities' health and In the atmosphere:
livelihoods at stake but it simultaneously increases

emissions and pollution. = Releasing particles to thin

out clouds or make them

Trying to address climate change without phasing out more reflective

fossil fuels is like plugging one leak while the boat is = Spraying reflective particles
flooding from every direction — you can't win if the into the air to block sunlight
source of the damage stays untouched. ... that could alter critical water

cycles and the balance of sun
rays hitting / reflecting off Earth.

No matter where they're located, all

geoengineering projects: In oceans/waterways:
. . = Dumping lye or iron into
* Pose unnecessary risks to the health of communities oceans and waterways

and ecosystems, some states and global entities and
governments have already banned and rejected these
projects

= Threaten the stability of our planet by interfering with
Earth's natural processes while being largely unproven
at the scale needed to meaningfully address climate
change

* Treat the planet like a lab, with communities as test
subjects by risking large-scale and irreversible impacts
to our most vulnerable ecosystems and communities

= Manipulating Arctic ice to
slow melting or change its
composition

... that could pollute waterways
and marine ecosystems we
depend on for survival,
recreation, and livelihood.

* Violate communities’ rights to Free, Prior, and
Informed Consent (FPIC) and Tribal Sovereignty by
moving forward without meaningful consultation or
permission from Tribal nations. FPIC is the internationally
recognized right of Indigenous Peoples to give - or
withold - consent for projects that may harm their
ecosystems.
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https://ieefa.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/The%20Carbon%20Capture%20Crux.pdf
https://thebulletin.org/2022/09/plagued-by-failures-carbon-capture-is-no-climate-solution/
https://www.npr.org/2023/05/21/1172679786/carbon-capture-carbon-dioxide-pipeline
https://statecapitallobbyist.com/environment/state-level-geoengineering-bans-florida-montana-and-beyond/
https://handsoffmotherearth.org/resources/press-release-african-climate-justice-movements-celebrate-african-leadership-in-rejecting-solar-geoengineering-at-amcen/
https://www.ienearth.org/fpic/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/07072021/sami-sweden-objection-geoengineering-justice-climate-science/
https://www.hcn.org/issues/56-2/indigenous-affairs-how-solar-geoengineering-is-clouding-issues-of-tribal-consent/
https://www.npr.org/2023/05/21/1172679786/carbon-capture-carbon-dioxide-pipeline

Geoengineering projects don't solve the root causes of climate change; they perpetuate
and contribute to the system that's making us sick and harming our communities.
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Extracting and burning
fossil fuels produce
greenhouse gases.

Fossil fuel companies _
Excessive amounts of

continue to
produce GHGs, fueled by
GHGs at un- human activity,
sustainable heat up the
rates. planet- leading
to extreme
weather, hotter
temperatures,
increased
wildfires and

floods, and more.

Working Geoengineering
class and projects get promoted
overburdened

and deployed by
scientists, funders, and
the fossil fuel industry
looking to extend fossil
fuel extraction and
consumption by hiding or
displacing climate
change effects.

communities are
disproportionately
left with the impacts
of failed large-scale
projects.

Geoengineering projects produce and use even more
GHGs during their processes (mining/manufacturing)
while risking community and ecosystem health.



What's the Solution?

Let's power our lives with energy that will
leave future generations with a better planet.
We need community-owned/ operated
microgrids consisting of solar and wind
that provide clean low-cost energy to
households and communities. These models
already exist and are ready to be invested in,
replicated, and scaled.

It's time to leave the extractive economy
behind. A Just Transition means investment
in communities that are on the frontlines of
climate change, in green careers, and in
green infrastructure to ensure no worker is
left behind in the shift from fossil fuels to
clean energy and safeguard our communities
from climate change impacts.

Overburdened communities deserve clean air
and water. Polluters responsible for
poisoning the people, water, air and land in
our communities must be held accountable
for their impacts to our health and the
environment. Instead of trying to find new
revenue streams for a dying industry, they
should be supporting the transition from a
dig, burn, and dump economy to a safe and
regenerative one that is affordable, reliable,
and healthy for us all.
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https://www.brooklynpaper.com/brooklyn-launches-first-community-led-solar-project/
https://map.geoengineeringmonitor.org/
https://climatejusticealliance.org/geoengineering/
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